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Why can we not Acknowledge the Small 
Body of Friends in ITew England ? 



BY A MEMBEB OF OHIO YEABLY MEETING. 



Preliminary to a consideration of this important question, I deem it proper 
to lay down as my firm belief, that the principles and doctrines of the relig- 
ious society of Friends, as published to the world by the early standard writers 
of that society, are in perfect accordance with the precepts and doctrines of our 
blessed Lord and his apostles, as recorded in the scriptures of Truth, and con- 
sequently are of the Truth. And we know that the society at the present time 
is rent into different divisions, each claiming the name of Friends, and pro- 
fessing to maintain their principles and doctrines and to be actuated by them. 
Now as the Truth is an unchangeable unit, and as those who are in the Truth 
are in unity with the spirit of truth, and as we are exhorted not to be un- 
equally yoked together with imbelievers, it becomes our bounden duty to be 
in earnest in our searching after Truth, as well as honest in our inquiries as to 
who hold it in a pure conscience. For we know this first, that if we have 
found it, sold all and bought it, as like attracts like, so shall we be drawn in 
our hearts to those who have also purchased this priceless pearl ; then all who 
hold the Truth would be gathered together in the spirit of it, whem there is no 
deceit, division or schism. As all the differing divisions claiming the name of 
Friends cannot be the legitimate society, else would they be gathered into the 
unity of the spirit in which there is neither faction nor division, so it is clear 
that there has been a departure on the part of a portion of the members from 
some of the principles unto which the society was first gathered ; hence from 
these several considerations is shown the necessity of a careful examination 
in the light of Truth as to whether there be any bearing the name, who hold 
the testimonies once delivered to the society inviolate, and if so who they are. 
When therefore, we are satisfied on this point, it is equally necessary, as we 
wish to be found on the side of Truth, that we acknowledge our fellowship 
with those whom we have found foithftilly supporting truth's testimonies 
against the growing evils of the day, and that without regard to the fear or 
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favor of man ; as also to bear a faithful testimony against that spirit which h^ 
though adopting a form of godliness hath departed from the power and be-br 
come a denier thereof. < "^ 

In prosecuting this inquiry it may not be improper to take a brief view of 
the actuating principles of the society in its original purity, while it existed as 
an unit, undivided. By so doing we may, I trust, be enabled to discern be- 
tween those who hold the Truth in the spirit of it, and those who hold it not; 
between godliness and the mere form thereof without its life and power ; for 
it takes the same to make a true Quaker now that it did two hundred years 
ago, and the true disciples of that day witnessed the same that was witnessed 
in the days of the primitive believers. 

William Penn, in his "Rise and progress of the people called Quakers," says 
of those who labored in the gathering of the society in that day, — "They were 
changed men themselves before they went about to change others. Their hearts 
were rent as well as their garments, and they knew the power and work of 
God upon them. They went not forth or preached in their own time or will 
but in the will of God ; and spoke not their own studied matter, but as they 
were opened and moved of his spirit, with which they were well acquainted 
in their own conversion ; and this proof and seal went along with their minis- 
try, that many were turned from their lifeless profession, and from the evil of 
their^ ways to "an inward and experimental knowledge of God, as thousands 
can witness." Rise and. Progress pages 38 and 39. Again, "They came forth 
low and despised and hated, as the primitive christians did, and not by the 
*^help of worldly wisdom or power as former reformations in part have shown. 
But in all things it may be said tMi people were brought forth in the cross, 
in a contradiction to the ways, worships, fashions and customs of the world ; 
yea against wind and tide, that so no flesh might glory before God.— Ibid page 
42 Their known great constancy and patience in suffering for their testimony 
in all the branches of it, and that sometimes unto death by beatings, bruisings^ 
long and crowded imprisonments in noisesome dungeons, besides banishment 
and excessive plunder and sequestrations of their goods and estates not easily 
to be expressed, and less to have been endured." They did not only not show 
any disposition to revenge when it was at any time in their power, but forgave 
their cruel enemies ; showing mercy to those that had none for them." They 
were plain with those in authority like the ancient prophets, not fearing to 
tell them to their faces of their private and public sins.— Ibid, page 43. They 
were also very careful that every one that belonged to them, answered their 
profession in their behavior among men upon all occasions ; that they lived 
peacefully, and were in all things good examples.— Page 45. 

"We held the Truth in the spirit of it, and not in our own spirits, or after 
our own will and affections ; they were bound and brought into subjection, 
in-so-much that it was visible to them that knew us. We did not think our- 
selves at our own disposal, to go where we liist, or say or do what we list, or 
when we list. Our liberty stood in the liberty of the spirit of Truth ; and no 
pleasure, no profit, no fear, no favor could draw us from this retired, strict and 
'Watchful frame. We were so far from peeking occasions of company, that we 
avoided them what we could ; pursuing our own business with moderation in- 
I 



ttead of meddlii^ with other pecqilea' mmeceBBarilf . . Oar words were few and 
ia.voryi aai lodka compoeed and weighty, and onr whole deportment very ob- 
lerrable." 

"I cannot foi^ the homility tud chaste ceal of that day. Oh! how con- 
atant at meetiI^^ how retired in them, how flrin to troth's life as well as truth's 
principles; and how entire Mid united in onr commnnion, as indeed became 
those that profess one head even, Christ Jesoa the Lord.— Ibid page 66 and 67. 
Tbey were at a word in dealing ; nor conld their customers wltti many words 
tempt them from it, having more regard to tmth than custom, to example 
than gain. — Bise and progreas p^e 29. 

Thomas Evans says of them ; "A distinguishing trait in the character of 
the first Friends was, that amid the great political commotions that prevailed, 
they attadied themselves to none of the parties, nor entered into none of their 
ambitionB views. It was a principle of their religion to av<dd all strife and 
contentiim and live peacefully under whatever form of government divine 
Providence was pleased topermit. When the laws of the land came in col- 
lision with their dnty to God, and they could not for conscience sake actively 
ctonply with their demands, they patiently endured the penalties." — Evans- 
Expodtion, p^e 33. 

"Exposed to almost nniversal hatred and abuse, their names despised and 
cast out hom among men, the disinterested love they showed for each other 
excited the admiratiouevea of their enemies. While each oneseemed regard- 
less of his own liberty and estate, all were sealous in pleading the canse of 
their euffering brethren wben occasion presented; freely sacrificing their time 
and property to promote their comfort, and even offering themselves to lie in 
prison instead of those whom they thought could be less eaeily spared from 
their femiliea or the society .—Ibid, pi^ 88, 

The uniform conaisteat example of the first Friends in respect to a scrupu- 
lODS adherence to their word, us men of tmth, and to strict uprightness in all 
their dealings, soon gaineil thera a high reputation fbr those virtues. — Evans 
Exposition, page 35. 

Such were the Uvea and conversation ofUie first Friends, snch were also 
their doLi;rinea and testimonies, which reanlted through the obedience of &ith 
from their strict adherence to the dictates of the spirit of Tmth operating 
upon their hearts ; for this, as It is adhered to will lead into all Truth and to 
the practice of every christian virtue ; it being the root fh)m which every 
christian virtue springs ; and since the Tmtlt is nnchangeable, a strict adhet - 
ence to the spirit of it in this <lay will lead as in the same patha in which onr 
early predeceasors walked. Hence it follows that if we indulge in, and enjoy 
a greater liberty of the flesh, it is becaoee we follow not onr guide as closely 
as they did ; and if we are more lukewarm and corelen in these re- 
specte, we dwell not in that depth of living exercise and croes bearing spirit 
which characterized their lives ; bnt have &llen away from the standard of 
Tmth, and erected another less observable, trom the greater latitude we take 
in the world's liberty andiife, whicit laopposAdto the life and liberty in which 
they stood, and cannot be of it ; even the lifb and liberty of the gospel of 
Christ; which requires that we be crndfied nnto the world and the world un- 



to us * that w€i be ^'regenerated and born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth forever," f that 
we "put oflf the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and 
be renewed in the spirit of our minds," and that we "put on the new man 
which after Gk)d is created in righteousness and pure holiness;" t that we 
"reckon ourselves indeed dead unto sin,'* in that the old man is crucified with 
him that the body of sin might be destroyed ; and we might indeed live unto 
God, for if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection." If 

Now this change from a state of nature to a state of grace, was witnessed by 
our early predecessors in the Truth in that they were "changed men ; their 
hearts were rent as well as their garments j" they did not consider themselves 
at their own disposal, "to go where they list, or say or do what they list, or 
when they list." Thus having yielded to the operation of the grace of Grod, 
they became dead unto the world — not living in its life — and alive unto God, 
through the influence of that quickening spirit, which was and is able to raise 
up into newness of life, wherein is true fellowship with the Father, and the 
Son, and unity one with another ; and being as it were one body, though 
composed of many members, between whom exists through the one head, a 
sympathetic affection, so that "if one member suffer, the whole body suffers 
with it." 

Thus the church existing as a unit, knit together, as with joints and bands 
into one body, all the members performing their several offices, and as it were 
abiding in the life, all is kept in health and purity, nothing impure or unclean 
can enter in without marring the harmony and order of the whole body.— 
While the society of Friends thus existed, whatever of a rending, dividing or 
scattering spirit may at any time have crept in, it was immediately judged 
down as being opposed to that spirit which gathered them to be a people. 
And as that which stands in the natural will of man is opposed to that which 
stands in and by the spirit of Truth, so that zeal which is of the creature, 
which would be active in church affairs, but not according to the knowledge 
which is of God, however sound in form of words, was fed with judgement 
and testified against as not of the Truth. 

But for the want of a deep abiding in the life under the power of the cross 
which crucifies the will and affections of the natural man tgthe world with 
its fashions and customs — for the want of setting judgment to the line and 
righteousness to the plumb line in ourselves, and in all that is out of the Truth, 
the spirit of the world has crept in little by little until judgment has failed to 
be placed upon that which was appointed to judgment, and that suffered to 
live and grow in our minds which was appointed unto death. The natural 
unsubdued, unregenerate man being thus cherished, his carnal mind feigning 
a love for God and holiness, but being yet at enmity with God, and under the 
infiuence of our subtle foe, has originated a false zeal and false doctrines which 
creeping in as it were unawares, have scattered the society as it is this day ; 
so that though there be many adhering to the name, and retaining the form, 

* Gal. Ti, 14. (t I Peter, i, 23.) (J Eph. iv, 22-24.) ^ Rom. ri, 5-6. 



there are compuatiTelj' few Those lives and convetsation amot% men truly 
be^keok a ckaI^(e of heart from a state of natnra to a state of grace. Those 
however, who have known this ohange to have been in good degree wrought 
tn themselveB, whose fellowship Is with the Father and the Son, (out of which 
there is no trae unity) must and will have unity one with another, althoi^h 
ttiey may be evil spoken of and persecated by those who are strangers to this 
change, by whom the things of God cannot be known. Ai^ ttiongh our poor 
eode^berent intofiictiona,we needbeatnoloessoltrngasweoontinue in the 
Tine, and al^e In the life and In the light, in discerning &oBe who are hold- 
ing the troth in the spirit of it, or in settli^ judgment where it belongs.— 
Where is the setting of jndgment in the anthority of Truth over thoee who 
liavfl departed therefrom, if we make no diSbrence between those who are op- 
pressed and borne down and those who are oppreesois, — between those who 
snfilat' in meekneBS for the cau^ soke, and those whose mouths speak great 
(welling words ? Are we not gpTving our strength to the oppressor, while we 
6dl to set judgment over the one or to acknowledge oar unity with the other ? 
Can we be held gniltiees and bory the living with the dead 7 or can we be in 
possession of the spirit of Christ and yet not more £Bllowship those who have 
thereby' been made alive, tli^n those who are dead thereto ? Nay, Christ ia 
not divided ; his spirit is one, anrt iu unity with itself and in whomsoever 
fonnd will bring forth ite fmitB, which are 'love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meeltness, temperance." — Qal. V. SS, 23. 

In taking a liew of the society as it eidst* at the present tune, omitting that 
portion which imbibed the l>«i«ical principles of EUss Hicks, and are known 
by Hie name of Hicksites, * we find there are several divisions among those 
termed Orthodos Frienda. The first of these as respects BilKiberB, is looked 
npon by the world at large as conHtituting the lei^timate body of the society ; 
yet having in a greater or less degree imbibed the doctrinal sentiments of 
that popular and noted writer, Joseph John Oumey, the unsoundness of 
whoM views of christian doctrine compared with those of the standard czpo- 
nenta of primitive Quakerism, are clearly set fbrth in an "Appeal for the an- 
cient doctrines of Friends pat forth by Philadelphia yearly meeting in I64T, 
•ad which was eikdorsed by the Yearly Meeting of Ohio. 

Fnrthennote, they have in accon^ce with thoee modem and modified 
doctrinal views, introduced practices at variance with those of our early 
Kriendsinthdi lives and conversation' and in many instances in their meet- 
ings for worship ; very much losing sight of that introversion of spirit and 
de^ inward amUnient in them, spoken of by Vfm. Fenn, and substituted 
therefor a sapwrOdal ministry, wanting in the true weight and authority which 
tdtaracterised the ministry of the early Friends, and in some instances they 
have introduced the singjng of psahns and hymns, scripture readings and 
^^»;^flT^^Tlgl^ as could be abundantly shown, and in many other respects adopted 
manners and cnstoms very nearly in accordance wittt those of the different 
denominations of professors from which our fbre&thers were brought out, and 
mc«e in oonfbnuity with thoee of this Rdlen and changeable world. Hence 

• ntftij^oviliotvbaMdiKtilowompwndwUhthtwaf tt*nd7M*ai>,iM''ADKlumClonor 



their claim to be the true and legitimate society, will scarcely be admitted by 
any whose eyes have been truly anointed and enlightened, or who have ex- 
perimentally known something of those deep baptisms which ever accompany 
the great work of regeneration. 

Hence, this division, though by far the largest portion of what once consti- 
tuted the society of Friends, being generally regarded by most of those who 
will be likely to Jft these pages, as having departed from many of our doc- 
trines, and let fall many of our testimonies, and thus have lost their claim to 
be the true society, I do not deem it essential to the object of this work, to 
enter into any further examination of their position or claims ; but would re- 
fer the reader to the "Appeal for the ancient doctrines" heretofore alluded to, 
the "Report in relation to the facts and causes of the division in N. E. 
Meeting, by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1849 — ^the "Journal and Corres- 
pondence of John Wilbur" — the "Life and Le ii«rt of Thomas B. Gould," and 
"Authentic Extracts" by Morris Cope. 

It will be seen by the foregoing, that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting bore an 
uncompromising testimony in a Yearly Meeting capacity against the torrent 
of unsound doctrine which was beginning to pour in upon the society by the 
issuing of the "Appeal," and that Qhio in the same capacity bore testimony 
no less emphatic by endorsing the same work ; yet there were in both, many 
minds prepared to receive those counterfeit views infiiU as the doctrines of the 
society, as may be seen in the case of Ohio, when a few years later their ad- 
herents eflTected a separation. No other Yearly Meeting, either in this country 
or Europe, except the smaller body in New England, as hereinafter set forth, 
bore testimony against them ; yet there were not wanting individuals in all of 
them whose eyes had been anointed to see in the visions of light, that if those . 
doctrines now extensively promulgated were received by the society at large, 
the testimonies given to our worthy predecessors, and by them transmitted to 
us, their decendants, to bear, would fall to the ground and be lost. Many of 
these occupying the foremost ranks in the society, and who stand so ac- 
knowledged up to the present time, were favored to see that a time of deep 
trial was near — ^that the society was about to be sifted as from seive to seive — 
that deep suffering would be the portion of those who were enabled to stand 
faithful to ancient principles and against the introduction of error. These 
having been baptised by the one spirit into the one body, knit together as by 
bands and joints, felt a near love and sympathy one for, and with another, as 
we have seen was the case with the Friends in their first rise ; in which fel- 
lowship they mutually encouraged and strengthened one another to faithfulness 
in their several allotments, by speaking often one to another, and when living 
remotely from each other, by brotherly correspondence. Among this number 
may be mentioned the names of Sarah L. Grubb, Thomas Shillitoe, Ann 
Jones, of Stockport, England, Daniel Wheeler, John Barclay, Jonathan Evans, 
Ezra Comfort, and Cristopher Healy, with many others, who shone as stars of 
the first magnitude, whose eyes were anointed to see the true state of the 
society, whose hearts were strengthened to testify against the innovations 
being made, and whose spirits were prepared to sympathize in christian fel- 
lowship with those who were brought unto suflfering on account of their faith " 



fulness in bearing the same testimony they themselves had borne, and were 
called by the great Head of the church to bear as the testimony of Truth. 

I do not propose to gijj^ a history of events which have transpired in our 
society in connection witnneresy, but deem it proper to state that the unsound 
doctrines of J. J. Gumey, found an able and faithful opponent in John Wilbur, 
a minister of New England Yearly Meeting, who while travelling in the ser- 
vice of the gospel in Great Britain in 1831 — 2, saw the working of a spirit 
there, the tendency of which appeared to him to be to bring into disrepute 
some of the prominent distinguishing views of friends, and to carry them 
back towards that from which they were, through great suflfering, brought out. 
Under exercise and concern on this account, he found it in the line of his re- 
ligious duty to write a series of letters in exposition and defence of the ancient 
doctrines of the society, to a Friend residing in Liverpool, by whom they 
were published. He also obtained an interview with J. J. Gurney, on account 
of uneasiness with his unsound sentiments, in the presence of some other 
Friends, in which he received no satisfaction. Afterwards, when J. J. G. was 
in New England, in accordance with Hbm gospel order, he took another oppor- 
tunity with him, (his books by this time being widely circulated throughout 
the society, and many of his views received by some occupying conspicuous 
positions therein,) but with no better success than on the previous occasion. 

Having thus cleared himself towards the individual, he felt it to be his duty 
to put Friends on their guard, from time to time, against the strong current of 
unsoundness now setting in upon the society. 

This uncompromising course soon drew down upon him the opprobrium of 
those in his own Yearly Meeting who were prepared to indorse the anti- 
quaker views now published to the world in the writings of J. J. Gurney, and 
a course of treatment unparalleled in the history of Friends followed ; accounts 
of which found their way to all parts of the society, by correspondence and 
otherwise. This mode of treatment extending to others who had pursued a 
similar course, and borne a similar testimony, ultimately led to a separation 
in the Yearly Meeting, of which John Wilbur was a member. For a full ac- 
count of which see "John Wilbur's Narative and Exposition," "Journal and 
CJorrespondence of John Wilbur," from page 266 to 335 ; also "An Address 
from Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting" in 1845. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, upon the reception in that body of tw<> 
epistles, each purporting to come from New England Yearly Meeting, well 
knowing that there could be but one Yearly Meeting of New England, declined 
to acknowledge either body as the legitimate Yearly Meeting, until after an 
investigation of the facts and circumstances connected therewith, which it 
proceeded in ; and in 1849, after a fiill, careful, and patient investigation, 
adopted "The Report in relation to the facts and causes of the division in New 
England Yearly Meeting," in which we find recorded the following decision , 
(viz.) "Every man has the natural and religious right to express his honest 
opinions, in a proper spirit and manner, upon any published sentiments which 
he approves or disapproves. If he spreads opinions in opposition to the prin- 
ciples of the religious society to which he belongs, he is liable to excommuni- 
cation for a departure from its faith." But to attempt to bring a man under 
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censure for defending the society against error, by warning the meml 
against the onsoundness of certain published w orks, not only violate a plaio,! 
unquestionable right, but would be censuring him for the fiEuthful discharge 
of his religious duty as a watchman, and giving support to opinions,which as a 
body,the society entirely disapproves. Again, "If unsound doctrines are not to 
be testified against, and the flock warned of their pernicious influence, but the 
consistent, exercised members are to be accused of detraction when they de- 
clare their dissent from published errors, then farewell to the maintenance of 
any sound doctrine in the church of Christ. — Report, Ac, p. 30, 31. 

Said Report sustains Swansey Monthly Meeting of the Smaller Body, as it is 
called, that being the meeting in which the separation flrst occurred, as fol- 
lows : "To us, therefore, it appears clear that the meeting which with its old 
clerk at the table, proceeded in the transaction of business after the others had 
adjourned, in no way lost its standing as Swansey Monthly Meeting, and that 
the others separated from it, and that those who in Rhode Island Quarterly 
Meeting received the latter" and rejected the former, identifled themselves 
with the separate meeting. — "Report" page 37. If this be a correct judgment, 
then it must follow that those who rejected the latter and received the report 
from the former, identified themselves with the true and legitimate Monthly 
Meeting of Swansey ; and so constituted the true and legitimate Quarterly 
Meeting of Rhode Island. The same reasoning might be applied to the Yearly 
Meeting, thxU being entitled to acknowledement which receives the report from 
the true Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting. 

But the Report proceeds : "Although the manner in which this separation 
(in the Yearly Meeting) was effected was not such as we think affords a pre- 
cedent safe to be followed in the organization of a Yearly Meeting, yet inas- 
much as those Friends who compose the smaller body, appear to have acted 
from a sincere desire to maintain the doctrines and disciplinqi of the society, 
and the right secured to it by all its members, and had been subjected to pro- 
ceedings oppressive in their character, and in violation of the acknowledged 
principles of our church government, we believe that they continue to be en- 
titled to the rights of membership, and to such acknowledgment by their 
brethren as may be necessary for securing the enjoyment of those rights. — 
See Report, page 38. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting having come to this conclusion, viz : That the 
members composing the smaller body in N. E. Yearly Meeting, acting from a 
•sincere desire to maintain the doctrines and discipline of the society," had 
been "subjected to proceedings 6ppressive in their character, and in violation 
of the acknowledged principles of our church government," and **that they 
continue to be entitled to the rights of membership and to such acknowledg- 
ment by their brethren as shall be necessary for securing the enjoyment of 
those rights," it certainly cannot regard them as seceders either from the doc- 
trines or the order of the society ; while with equal fairness of reasoning, it 
may be held to follow that those who instituted proceedings oppressive, &c^ 
in violation &c., did secede from that principle of christian love which charac- 
terized the first Friends and gathered them to a people, as well as from the 
acknowledged order of church government, instituted by them under the 
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Constraining influence of the love of Christ and his people, in which there is 
Icieither oppression nor disorder. 

The forepart of the last quotation from the Report, viz : that "the manner in 
^Which this separation was effected was not such as we think affords a preced- 
ent safe to be followed in the organization of a Yearly Meeting," amd does not 
spply to the sustaining of a Yearly Meeting already organized on its original 
gpround, especially where the maintenance of the doctrines and discipline are 
Tihe acknowledged ground of action. Again, on page 38 of the Philadelphia 
^"Report," we find the following language, viz ; "The obstruction which exists 
in our Yearly Meeting to the holding of a correspondence with that body in 
New England, which has authorized or sustained the proceedings upon which 
we have animadverted, does not arise from any feelings of hostility to them, 
nor from partiality for any man, but from a conscientious belief that whatever 
may have been the motives, their actions have gone to condemn many who 
have been standing for the ancient faith of Friends and against the introduc- 
tion of error ; that in so doing, wrong opinions have received support, and the 
discipline and rights of members have been violated ; and that it was the 
coarse pursued by them in these transactions which led to the separation. 
Until therefore, those proceedings shall be rectified or annulled, we see not 
how unity is to be restored." Also on page 39 of the same document : "It is 
our sincere and fervent desire that^all parties, under a deep sense of the great- 
ness of the cause, and the excellence of the church government which our 
society has been intrusted with, and called to support, may in the sight of 
the Lord examine the respective grounds they have taken ; and that when 
any infraction of private rights or of the discipline has been committed, they 
may be willing under the constraining power of Truth to acknowledge and do 
it away." "We all profess to act under the government of the same blessed 
Head of the Church who laid down his life for our sakes, and taught us that we 
should lay down our lives for one another ; and we believe that if all classes 
stand open to the softening influences of the love of God, through his mercy 
and goodness, every thing that has divided and alienated from each other 
may be entirely removed, and a re-establishment on the right foundation 
witnessed, in that faith and love and unity which in former years bound to- 
gether the members, and the different Yearly Meetings of our society." 

'*It is important that such re-union should be sought after by the members 
of the two bodies in New England, not only for their own sakes, but for the 
promotion of the peace and harmony of the society everywhere." 

A copy of this "Report" was forwarded to each of those bodies, but as might 
have been expected, those whose acts have gone to condemn many who have 
been standing for the ancient faith of Friends, took no notice of the "Report," 
not BO mudi as to give it a reading in their annual assembly ; while on the 
other hand it was cordially received, its recommendations approved, and a 
minute of its acceptance was transmitted to the Yearly Meeting from whence 
it emanated ; from which I take the following extract. "The subject having 
been thus weightily revived and left with us for our serious consideration, we 
have been afresh led into a careful re-examination of the part which we have 
been called upon to act ; and while we are sensible of much weakness, we can 
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with reverence and thankfulness acknowledge the continued evidence of Sms, s 
vine regard. And as we humbly trust under the cementing influenced; e^a 
heavenly love, our minds have been brought into near unity with the concmave 
expressed by our dear Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting ; that all thoAint 
who have occasional uneasiness, or been instrumental in bringing our ReliAc»f <^ 
ious Society into the dangers and difficulties in which it has been moumfuB»o>^ 
involved by the transactions alluded to in their Report as having "gonelfc^J 
condemn many who have been standing for the ancient faith of Friends," ina|fc^' 
be brought to see their error, and to a right sense of the support which W|i^^^ 
continue to believe has been and still is given to unsound doctAnes and wrongl^'^ 
practices in violation of the discipline, to the subversion of the peace ando^■^ 
der of our Religious Society, and of the acknowledged rights of its membeiB.!^^ 
And as in the course of the re-examination which we have been led intoie- 1*^ 
specting the manner of our proceeding, we have not seen cause either to I 
forsake the ground or to retrace the steps which we have taken ; neither have I 
we been able to see in what other way we could have sustained the Yeariy I 
Meeting in conformity with the discipline and upon its original foundation. | 
And we believe it to be right for us, and our duty at this time, again to expreee 
the earnest and sincere desire which we continue deeply to feel that all who 
have erred from the faith and given their support to the unsound doctrines 
which we have been engaged to testify against, or who have been concerned 
in the oppressive measures which resulted in their separation from us, may be 
so humbled under the divine Hand as to experience individually unfeigned 
repentance unto a condemnation of their errors and a lull acknowledgment 
of the Truth ; and so come to witness an establishment upon the sure Founda- 
tion and a right preparation of heart to unite with us in religious fellowship 
and communion. — "Report" page 40, 41. 

At the same time the Yearly Meeting engaged in the consideration, which 
resulted in the approval and adoption of the "Appeal for the Ancient Do©- 
trines" issued by Philadelphia Yearly Meeting ; showing conclusively that 
they were standing for the Ancient Faith of Friends. 

Inasmuch, then, as Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, after a careful investiga- 
tion of all the facts and causes of the separation, arrived at the conclusion that 
the larger body did sustain proceedings oppressive in their character and in 
violation of the acknowledged principles of our church government, and that 
their "acts have gone to condenm many who have been standing for the ancient 
faith of Friends and against the introduction of error," that thereby "wrong 
opinions have received support and the discipline and rights of members 
have been violated — ^that the course pursued in these transactions led to the 
separation, and that the members of the smaller body had acted from a sincere 
desire to maintain the doctrines and discipline of the society under proceed- 
ings oppressive in their character" and were consequently justly entitled to 
the rights of membership, &c., it follows, that to call upon each of those bodies 
to re-examine the respective grounds they have taken, and where there has 
been any infraction of private rights or of the discipline, under the constrain- 
ing power of Truth, to acknowledge and do it away, holding that it is import- 
ant that such re-union should be sought after by the members of the two 



bodies, surely cannot be regarded as tendering the advice that the smaller 
body should compromise the Truth by uniting with the others in their op- 
pressiYe proceedings, or in condemning any who have been standing for the 
ancient fidth of Friends, nor yet in their violation of the acknowledged princi- 
ples of our church government or of the discipline and rights of members. — 
To construe the Report in this way would be to charge Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting with gross inconsistency. Would it not be a far more rational con- 
struction of the language of the Report, as well as more just to the members 
of the meeting which put it forth, to concede that they were laboring to turn 
all to the light of Christ within, by which all wrong things, whether acts or 
motives are clearly manifested, that thereby those who had been actuated by 
a wrong spirit, and by it betrayed into a wrong or persecuting course of action, 
might be flavored to see and condemn the same, and so be brought to the true 
ground of re-union to their own peace and the restoration of harmony in the 
society ? Now since, as we have seen, one of these bodies took no notice of 
this brotherly exercise on their behalf, and the other did feelingly enter into 
a re-examination of their doings, and having acted from a sincere desire to 
maintain the doctrines and discipline of the society and the rights secured to 
it by all its members under proceedings oppressive in their character, and feel- 
ing **with reverence and thankfulness the continued evidence of divine re- 
gard," it is not at all surprising that they could not see "cause either to for- 
sake the ground or to retrace the steps which they had taken," not being able 
to see in what other way they "could have sustained the Yearly Meeting in 
conformity with the discipline and upon its original foundation f especially 
as Philadelphia Yearly Meeting declares that it was the course pursued by the 
others that led to the separation. 

This being the situation or state of things, one of the bodies pursuing a 
coarse subversive of all order and in violation of discipline in order to uphold 
the unsound doctrines against which Philadelphia was constrained to testify 
in the "Appeal," &c., and continuing in the same course notwithstanding the 
concern manifested in the "Report" on their behalf, and the other, having 
stood firm and fedthfiil to the ancient doctrines, and the principles of church 
government of the society, through the ordeal of oppressive proceedings until 
the former had separated from the latter, why could not Philadelphia have 
made ftdl proof of her consistency by going a little &rther, and owning her 
fellowship with the latter ? Indeed was it not her duty to have done so under 
the constraining influence of gospel love, having fought together side by side 
in the battles of the Lord, as brothers in tribulation, being wounded by the 
some archers and healed by the same Physician of value ? 

Notwithstanding both Philadelphia and Ohio Yearly Meetings had con- 
demned the unsound doctrines referred to which mostly originated with 
members of London Yearly Meeting, and had both laid the matter before that 
meeting, desiring them to condemn the same, that peace and harmony might 
be restored, and the former had so tax exonerated the smaller body in New 
England from censure on account of the separation, as to sustain them em- 
phatically in the first instance, yet both those Yearly Meetings have stopped 
shorty and withheld the right hand of fellowship from those Friends whom 
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they acknowledged to have acted sincerely for the maintenance of the diXJ- 1 k 
trines and discipline of the society, thus separating themselves from those I t 
who were bearing testimony against the very things which they also cour I 
demned. And notwithstanding those two Yearly Meetings profess to be called 
upon to bear a decided testimony against all separations, they have, by de- 
clining to fellowship those whom they acknowledged to have acted uprightly, 
and not to he separatists^ most assuredly increased the number of factions into 
which the society is divided, and so instead of healing the breach have made 
it wider than before ; and thus increased the perplexity of those who may 
have been looking towards the society with a view to settlement therein, as 
well as that of rightly concerned parents and their children in the society, 
rendering it more difficult for the former to sustain the latter so as to keep 
them within the fold ; for although they may not be justly chargeable with 
being rebellious, yet yielding to the discouragements arising from the unsettle- 
ment of our once peaceful and highly favored society, are breaking from its 
folds on every hand and leaving us as it were with small hope of a suc- 
cession from them. 

It would seem that there need to have been no difficulty in determining 
which of the two bodies claiming to be New England Yearly Meeting was en- 
titled to such acknowledgment bv their brethren of other Yearly Meetings as 
would secure to them the rign^i fellowship, particularly after the investiga- 
tion and report of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting was published and circulated 
amongst Friends. But as Philadelphia did not follow up the report with a full 
acknowledgment of fellowship, and there were, and still are, many who are 
standing in the defence of those most precious testimonies, who may have 
been, though perhaps imperceptibly to themselves, more or less prejudiced 
against those who have firmly stood for the same doctrines and testimonies 
in consequence of the views and representations of some whom they may have 
highly esteemed, as well as from other causes, I propose to present a synopsis 
of the view that was taken of this subject by divers Friends, both in this 
country and in Europe, whose christian experience and position in the soci- 
ety and the esteem and veneration in which their names are still held, entitle 
their views to be doubly respected ; and I present the extracts from their let- 
ters in the hope that the reader will bear in mind who the writers were, their 
faithfulness to the cause, and the peaceful and triumphant close of their lives ; in some 
instances having to hear testimony even as it were into the very jaws of death, against 
the innovations in doctrine and practice introduced into the society and for the truth 
and efficacy of the ancient faith 

The first extract of this kind which I propose to introduce is from a letter of 
Sarah L. Grubb to Lydia Ann Barclay, transmitted by the latter to John Wil- 
bur, in a letter dated 6th Mo. 21st, 1841, in which she says : "I am truly glad 
to find that dear John Wilbur has maintained his ground so nobly. I had 
thought much of him for considerable time past, and wished to know, were it 
possible that one so eminently chosen for advocating Truth's testimonies could 
be turned aside by fair appearances ; for there is something in this day like 
the chamelion change of color. Was there indeed ever a. time when the grand 
adversary showed himself in his various transformations as now? Ah! we 
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lad need be endued with that wisdom which is of an opposite character from his, 
lie crooked serpent,even what comes from above; which, while it is gentle and 
^•sy to be entreated, gives true discernment and penetrates the false cover- 
lags, however gilded and calculated to deceive. Well, my dear friend, we are 
*ill fevored to see a few overcomers who are made pillars in the temple, hewn 
*^t and established by an almighty, all skillful Hand ; what a mercy ! Yes, 
••isdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her pillars ; our beloved 
^ther could not have been one of these any other way than by entire pass- 
i-teness to the power working in him, both to will and to do,of the good pleasure 
Of Him whose understanding is infinite, and therefore not to be comprehended 
by that which is finite." — See John Wilbur's Journal and Correspondence, 
|Nige343. 

Ann Jones, in a letter under date of 11th Mo. 16th, 1841, uses this language : 
"I have long wished for a little feeling of ability to give thee a written proof 
>f my sisterly sympathy with thee in and under the protracted suffering which 
las fallen to thy lot, for thy faithfulness in supporting the doctrines, the prin- 
iples, and testimonies given to our dear forefathers, and to us as their repre- 
lentatives to bear to the world." — See whole letter, J. W's. Journal, p. 348, 349. 

Under date of 10th Mo. 25th, 1842, she writes: Recent accounts re- 
jeived confirm the apprehension of my mind that thou art not only set for the 
lefence of the gospel but also that thou art set as a mark for the arrows of the 
krehers. But "be of good cheer," remember the blessing pronounced by thy 
lear and divine Lord and Master, upon those who are persecuted for right- 
sousness sake, in the 10th, 11th and 12th verses of the 5th chapter of Matthew ; 
ind although there may be, and doubtless are, seasons permitted when faith 
md patience are closely put to the test, yet He in whom thou believest and in 
pirhose cause thou art given up to suffer, will not fail nor forsake thee in the 
ame of need. As surely aa he was with his faithful Daniel in the lions' den , 
smd with the three children in the fiery furnace, so surely will he be near to 
khee. And though thy accusers may seem to triumph, and to gain the victory 
for a time, even as theirs did, yet as thy sole trust and confidence remain to 
be in the name of the Lord, he will in his own good time arise for the 
help of his poor afflicted children. "The rod of the wicked shall not rest 
on the lot of the righteous, lest he also put forth his hand to do evil." Nay 
verily I believe thy accusers have the same testimony in their hearts that 
Daniel had. "We shall find no occasion against this Daniel except it be con- 
cerning the law of his God." — See whole letter J. W's. Journal, p. 355 to 357. 

In a letter dated 1st of ^th Mo., 1843, she writes thus : "ify dear friend and 
Irother in the bonds and tribukuiona of the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord, — 
although men may separate thee from their company, may reject and deny 
thee the privileges of a minister and member in our once highly favored soci- 
ety, yet they can no more separate thee from the living body of which Jesus 
Christ is the true and holy Head, than the persecutors of our dear, faithful 
Friends in the beginning could separate them from Him, the true and living 
Vine whence they derived their sap and nourishment, their unity and strength 
to stand against all the evils and stratagems and cunning, subtle snares of satan 
and his agents. Then be not faint hearted, neither fear, but lift up thy head 
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in hopBt believing that thy deliverence, from all the power of the enemy, 
draweth near, whether thy natural eyes may see Jacob and Israel, rejoice 
and be glad because the Lord most high hath redeemed and delivered them 
yea or nay. * * * * Well, the power of thy accusers and oppressors is 
limited ; and while I doubt not thou hast many times had cause to be, and 
hast been comforted in considering Him who endured the contradiction of 
sinners against himself, and hast thereby been kept from growing weary of 
suffering or fainting in thy mind. I can and do earnestly desire for thee that 
thy faith may be renewed and strengthened from time to time not only to 
commit thy cause unto Him and to trust in his holy name, but also to remem- 
ber that the cause is His with whom is the power to bring good out of that 
which seemeth at the time to finite short-sighted mortals, to be what miy be 
termed evil, as the "blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the church, and the 
shedding of the precious blood of Christ as of a Lamb, without blemish and 
without spot, was the purchase of our redemption." — ^J. Wilbur's Journal, 
pages 365, 366. 

In her last letter addressed to John Wilbur, but a few months before her 
decease, * she thus speaks of the smaller body in New England : "I have 
thought much of the little company in New England, who are set for the de- 
fence of the gospel, and desire their encouragement to faithfulness in what- 
ever is clearly manifested as their duty to do or leave undone, and can but 
hop€ that before the Yearly Meetings come round again, many will be induced 
to read the statements and declarations put forth by the smaller body, and be 
fevored with clear discernment as to their individual duty. * * * * But 
whilst the fearful, doubting, hesitating ones may be discouraged, it may have 
this good effect, to deter those who are^ettled and established on the true 
foundation from connecting themselves with you. I cannot believe the suffer- 
ings of the faithful few will be in vain as regard^ fjjf poor bewildered society; 
and certainly not as regards themselves in the divine sight." — Journal of J. 
Wilbur, pages 406, 407. And again in the same letter, "I believe that we must 
have a great shaking ; that an awfiil storm is impending over our poor deso- 
lated and once peaceful society." The following extract from a letter written 
by Jonathan Evans to John Wilbur in the forepart of this controversy, shows 
the deep christian fellowship existing between them, in which they were 
united in bearing testimony against modem innovations. "I received thy let- 
ter, and am glad to find that there are some yet left who are not carried away 
by the stream of popularity and feshionable opinions which now seems threat- 
ening to overwhelm our poor tried religious society. Oh ! the want of weight 
and depth which is strikingly evident in our meetings both for worship and 
discipline. When met to transact the affairs of the church, what a cringing 

* Concerning the decease of this fidthfal servant of the Lord, L. A. Barclay writes : **She had been 
declining for seyeral months but was preserred clear and bright to the last ; and the last words she was 
heard to utter were, (only twenty minutes before the close) *Bring the chalcedony and the preoioue 
stones.* She testified to seyeral Friends who went to see her during the last ten days, her unshaken be- 
lief in, and cleaving to eur ancient gospel principles and testimonies, and said if eyer she had done any 
thing that was right in her life, it had been to uphold them and to expose that which would mar than. 
One of her last acts was to revise the tract, "Is it Calumny or is it Truth ?" and to contribute towards iti 
spreading by post generally .—John Wilbur's Journal, page 406, 409. 
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and crotichilig to those noted for much worldly wisdom, and ahundance of the 
riches of this world, so that indeed the pure influence of the spirit is seldom 

. sought after or expected; it heing only considered mysticism, or at hest but un- 
defined, imaginary sensations, not safe to follow ; and that which the Lord 

: hath determined a death upon is kept alive and made the chief agent in con- 

1 ducting the concerns of the society, which if rightly understood is surely the 
Lord's business. * * * * I hope Friends in New England will be on their 

I guard against, and not be taken by plausible outward appearance or the flour- 
ish of oratory ; but endeavor to keep to the inward sense and feeling which 

1 the holy Head of the church will no doubt graciously grant to his sincere, 
humble followers even under the depth of close trial iand besetment." — See J. 
Wilbur's Journal, page 228, 230. 

John Barclay, of whom I may remark that he was not only a talented, but a 
deeply experienced and devoted minister, apid was much engaged in reviving 
and reprinting the writings of the tmcient Friends, and to whom Thomas Shil- 
litoe consigned his Journal for publication, and whose writings are a continued 
testimony against modern innovations on the ancient doctrines of the society, 
thus writes in a letter to J. Wilbur, dated 10th Mo, 5, 1834. "Thy letter has 
been in my pocket book ever since I received it which was not till the 5th 
Mo., in order to reply to it, as well as to have the pleasure of often reading it 
both to myself and occasionally to an intimate friend, a poor mourning brother 
or sister in the faith. Most freely do I, and many more unite in all thou hast 
conveyed both in those lines, and in every line I have heard read as coming 
from thy pen ; and especially in those clear views thou hast received to give 
forth as I do believe relative to the state of the church, past, present and tp 
come. And my heart, with the hearts of many in this land, does indeed sa- 
lute thee, and bid thee God speed on thy journey, travail and service; desiring 
that no man or thing may hinder thee from doing all ,thou hast in thy meas- 
ure, and in thy day to do for Him and His glory, for His cause and people, 
while life and strength are graciously vouchsafed. Oh, how often have I re- 
membered and thought of thee as one whom the Lord has made use of in 
an eminent manner while on thy visit in these Islands to uncover and bring 
out to view the working of the wily enemy as it is this day ; and to manifest 
the path of the just one, and the work of God in and among his people." — See 
Journal page 197. Again, 8th Mo. 1837 : "My beloved friend, allow me to say 
without . Mty, the fiEirthest wish to flatter, thy letters are not for thyself alone, 
or for those thou writest to; it is my belief that they (or else some other record 
of thy sentiments on the state and prospects of the church of Christ) are de- 
signed for the instruction, consolation and warning of thy successors. This is 
my deliberate judgment and I deliberately mention it ; and that I desire that 
thou mayst see it thy duty to make such memoranda or arrangement in thy 
lifetime, that thy correspondents may be known or applied to. To some diffi- 
dent minds I know anything of this sort may be painful, and what they would 
shrink from; and to some weak minds such hints might be injurious ; but I 
trust thou knowest well where all thy fresh springs of wisdom and utterance 
lie, and in whom the prerogative is to open or to shut ; so much the more 
blameable or responsible in my opinion is such an one if he wrap bis Lord'a 
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talent comparatively in a napkin and put his light under a bushel." * * * |' 
Thou must give me credit for entire union with thee, and all those who still 3 
remain wholly on the Lord^s side, and are with our ancient Friends and val* 
Hants, even the primitive stock who come forth in the powerful Name which 
is above every name, and unto which every other name however high and 
lifted up, must bow. * * * * It is my full belief that all the outcry against 
Friends will be overruled for the good of the church and spread of the gospel 
principles we profess ; and I long that all who cannot see with us, could hon- 
estly go their ways from us, and we should be the stronger, purer people and 
take more root downward, &c. But it is a disingenuous, dark, unworthy spirit 
that possesses them and they seek by remaining among us, gradually to unhinge 
and weaken us, and, if possible, to refine and divest us of what is intrinsic and 
indespensible."— J. W's. Journal, page 224, 228. 

Ezra Comfort, who well knew what it costs to stand firmly for the Truth 
against a multitude rapidly running in the opposite direction, having been dis- 
owned by the Hicksites who were able to control his Monthly Meeting, * was 
eminently qualified to sympathize with J. Wilbur, and most fully and feelingly 
did so, as the following extracts from his letters will show, and as a perusal 
of the whole would still more fully evince ; taking the same view of the state 
of things in the society, and to the day of his death fully fellowshiping the 
smaller body of Friends in New England. In a letter addressed to John Wil- 
bur, dated 2d Mo. 17th, 1843, he writes : "My mind has often been drawn into 
near and tender sympathetic feeling with and for thee, and under that feeling 
I am induced to take my pen in hand, though I seldom do so, to endeavor fo 
encourage and strengthen thee to keep hold of thy shield of faith, and not cast 
it away as though it had not been anointed, for it has been anointed thou know- 
est and has kept thee through many tribulations both by sea and land, as well 
as amongst false brethren unto this day ; and I pray the Father of all our sure 
mercies that we may be favored to keep it in the patience unto the end. * * 
And now my dear brother, before I took my pen I thought I felt this testi- 
mony, and I believe it was from the Lord ; "Fear not my dear servant, I have 
permitted this suffering to come upon thee for my righteous cause and my 
testimonies sake ; I will be with thee, and though thou pass through the 
waters they shall not overflow thee, though thou walk through the fire it shall 
not burn thee, and through the flames they shall not kindle upon thee, and I 
will make of thee yet further an instrument in my hand to my honor and to 
my glory in a way thou hast not yet seen, and it shall add to thy rejoicing 
while yet here, and to thy eternal joy hereafter." — See J. Wilbur's Journal, 
pages 361, 362. In a letter dated 3d Mo. 20th, 1845, Ezra Comfort says, '*I 
speak my views in simplicity to thee as a brother, for I feel as much interest- 
ed as though I was one mingling with you, and I doubt not as your eye is kept 
single to the great Head of his church, as I think there is ground to hope has 
hitherto been the case, you will be directed aright. I think our dear suffering 
friends with you have been mercifully helped so fer to pursue their coarse 
through much deep affliction and triaL There is great encouragement to 
press forward through every crowd of opposition to the Truth until it obtains 

* UiB right of membttrship was sabseqaently restored by the Yearly Meeting. 
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the glorious victory, which it always hasand ever will in the end."— Ibid, page 
395. Under date of '8th Mo. 22d, 1845, he writes : "I have just received and 
read what the Gurneyite Yearly meeting calls a statement of facts, in which 
they endeavor to scrMn themselves from blame, but by this endeavor they 
greatly expose themselves, by showing their profession and conduct to be incon- 
sistent and irreconcilable with each other. By their history of facts as they 
would call it, they charge thee with being the whole cause of all the disorders 
and difficulties amongst them, and that it has all grown out of thy indulging in 
a spirit of detraction, (just as ? was falsely charged) but when they come to 
show wherein thou hast offended in this respect, they show by their proceed- 
ings that it has all grown out of thy declaring the doctrinal views of Gurney 
as published by himself, to be unsound, and ^that by doing so thou hast in- 
jured his character, and hurt his service as a minister of the society of Friends, 
for which they have dealt with and disowned thee. * * * * A way, I 
think, was marvelously opened for you to come out from amongst them, and 
may all the praise be ascribed unto Him who alone is able to control all things 
according to His own will. I think you have abundant cause further to trust 
in the arm of His divine power for future help. « « « « it has been truly 
grateful to my feelings that you have been favored to stand firm. I have no 
doubt the course you have taken is right, and that you have embraced the 
right openings ; and, my dear friend, how thankful I feel that thou art restored 
to thy rights, and can mingle again with thy dear friends in the bosom of the 
church."— J. Wilbur's Journal, pages 401, 402, 403. 

In a letter dated 8th Mo. 12th, 1846, after depicting the state of affairs in his 
own Yearly Meeting, he proceeds thus : "But oh I my dear friend, I am 
afiraid from what has appeared, that these open opposers will not be the worst 
with whom we shall have to contend ; but that it will be some of those who 
fill the most conspicuous stations and have had great influence in our Yearly 
Meetings, and who joined their friends in declaring to our friends in Old Eng- 
land that the disunity and separation in our society in this land was on ac- 
count of unsoundness in doctrine published by some of their members occu- 
pying high stations in society, but who now, for some cause unknown to me, 
are not willing to hold up the same testimony to our Friends at large ; neither 
are they willing to own you as brethren in christian fellowship with us, but 
of late are trying to find some fault with you in some of your proceedings, 
which I fear is spreading an influence against you without a cause, and of 
oonrse against some of us who have borne an open testimony of unity with 
yoa and your proceedings."— Journal of J. Wilbur, page 410. 

Under date of 4th Mo. 9th, 1847, he writes thus: "In the state we are in 
how could we be as a city or as a light set on a hill, while there is so much 
darkness and corruption. Oh I it appears to me the Lord has taken the work 
into his own hands, that he will separate the chaff from the wheat, and the 
chaff he will drive as with the wind from the summer threshing-floor. It ap- 
peals to me that this dispensation will be more trying than any which our soci- 
ety has passed through. I am ready to say may it have its perfect work, that 
the predoos may become thoroughly separated tcoixi \]b!^^s^^\ ^sE^^'Qc^'t5sss^ 
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nant that will be left of the sanctified and redeemed who will have passed 
through many and deep tribulations, and kept as in the hollow of the Lord's 
hand, will they not be in his own time, which is the best time, raised up as on 
the top of the mountains and exalted above the hills of all empty professions, 
that the visited souls may oncemDre look upon our Zion without seeing cause 
of stumbling, and may thereby be induced to flock unto it." — J. Wilbur's Jonr 
nal, page 424. 

Though I might multiply extracts from divers other Friends, as from Ann 
Conning, Alice Knight, Lydia A. Barclay, John Harrison, and many others 
holding similar views. » y^^ ^ shall content myself with one or two more from 
letters written by Christopher Healy to John Wilbur after the separation in 
New England had taken place. In a letter to John Wilbur dated 6th Mo. 7th, 
1847, he writes thus : "May thou my dear brother in the Truth be comforted, 
and filled with joyful hope, for greater is He that is in thee than he that is in 
the world ; this thou hast clearly proved by thy great suffering for thy divine 
Master's and the church's sake. May He be pleased to make bare his holy 
arm of power for thy health both in spirituals and temporals. I have often 
thought of thy near bosom Mend, how she must be tried as well as thee in 
that long and sore warfare. May our blessed Helper be very near to strength- 
en you to bear up, now in your old age. I have divers times read thy "Nara- 
tive" as well as some other accounts ; and I thought nothing short of divine 
power could have carried thee so remarkably through. * « * * Oh I my 
dear brother, this is a sifting time to the members of our society. I have be- 
lieved our poor society will yet be sifted as wheat is sifted in a sieve, for it is 
declared "I will overturn, overturn, overturn, saith the Lord, until He shall 
come whose right it is to rule and reign." Our Israel is too much mixed 
among the people of the world. The language of my soul is "come out from 
among them and be ye separate, touch not the unclean thing and I will save 
you." Now my dear brother in the gospel of the dear Son of God, be not dis- 
couraged at these trying things ; for Zion cannot come forth out of the wilder- 
ness of this world, clear as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army 
with banners, leaning also on her Beloved until she shall arise and shake her- 
self from the dust of the earth, and put on her beautiful garments, then she 
will arise with Him who is the Resurrection and the Life, and because He is 
the bread of life, our souls shall live also. Oh that this blessed day might 
come to the church, then will judges be restored as at the first, and counsellors 
as at the beginning. I do believe this time will come, though a great 
falling away may take place first; but my dear friend, a people, a favored rem- 
nant will be preserved of the true principle and name of Quakers." — See J. 
Wibur's Journal, page 421, 422. 

Again under date of 3d Mo. 22d, 1850, he writes : "I know of no one in these 
latter days of trouble in our society, that has had so deep baptisms to pass 
through as thou hast. But my dear friend may thy soul be filled with thanks- 
giving and living praises to the great Captain of our salvation who was never 
foiled in the field nor overcome in the day of battle. Nothing but His help could 
have Bustained thee and thy dear friends in such times of sore confiict^and my 
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b*s desire and prayer to the living Grod is that you may hold on your way, 
I do believe the victory will be obtained if your feith fail not. Remember 
blessed declaration that the mountains flowed down at His presence. — 
ten this scourge has sifted our poor society enough, He will take the work 
His own hands, and show who are His friends and who are His enemies, 
E He has in some measure began to do already. Oh,my dear friend,as thou art 
thoroughly converted, strengthen thy brethren ; yea speak often to them 
i^jid one unto another, and the Lord who has been your helper will hearken, 
pind a book of remembrance will be written before him." — ^Ibid, pages 453, 454. 

It will be seen from these extracts (which might be extended to a volume) 
Written by persons occupying the very foremost ranks in the society, that 
'^ey not only regarded the suflferings of those Friends who composed the 
flmidler body in New England as a species of persecution brought to bear upon 
them because of their £a,ithful and Arm testimony in support of the ancient 
principles and doctrines of the society, but that they also considered them as 
set by the great Head of the church for the defence of the gospel against the 
inroads of the enemy. They also bring to view the beginning of the working 
of that spirit of retrogression evinced by some who after testifying to Friends 
in Old England that the disunity and separation in this land was on account of 
the unsound doctrines published by some of their members occupying high 
stations in society, sought to find some £a.ult with the smaller body in some of 
their proceedings ; thereby, in the language of Ezra Comfort, ''spreading an 
influence against them without a cause." Can any one read the extracts here 
given and remain insensible to the encouragement contained in them, to re- 
main unflinchingly firm in the position they had taken in support of the orig- 
inal principles of the society? Especially when one like Christopher Healy, 
whose whole life from early youth had been yielded to his divine Master's 
service, and who had in obedience to His requisitions repeatedly left all that 
was near and dear in this life, to visit in the love of the gospel many and for- 
eign parts. Whose entire life and conversation was as an ''epistle known and 
read of all men," could after the separation had taken place write thus to one 
of the principal sufferers in the cause. "Nothing but His (the Lord's) help 
could have sustained thee and thy dear friends in such times of sore conflict ; 
and my heart's desire and prayer to the living Grod is that you may hold on 
your way ; for I do believe the victory will be obtained if your faith fail not." 
Or like one who had formerly been "wounded by the archers," as in the case 
of Ezra Comfort, who could use the following language in writing to the same 
Sedthful sufferer for the cause^and testimony's sake. "A way, I think was mar- 
velously opened for you to come out frx)m amongst them ; and may all the 
praise be ascribed unto Him who alone is able to control all things according 
to his own will. I think you have abundant cause further to trust in the Arm 
of his divine power for future help." As the spirit of Truth is one and the 
same spirit though manifested in different individuals, and since those indi- 
viduals from whose letters I have extracted, did therein manifest their sym- 
pathy, unity and fellowship with those to whom they were written, bore their 
testimony against the same innovations upon the Truth, strengthened their 
hands by the expression of their christian sympathy , and \initAd^v^\s.^}cv^^^s^^^ 
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the course they pursued in the maintenance of the organization of their meelfe^i^^ 
ings, and i/ia< from an impressive inward feeling of unity with them,itrafc^^^ 
lows that they were actuated by the same spirit that actuated the memben At>ex< 
the smaller body in New England; and are we prepared to say that thwr^^ 
were under a delusion in this respect? Is it possible that those whose ejilF^^ 
were so eminently enlightened to see and depict the "storm," the "8ifti»'^^ 
time," the "overturning" that was coming upon our society, should have bem^^'^ 
so blinded in this particular? Indeed I might add still another to the clooil^* . 
of witnesses. Our late beloved friend Joseph Edgerton, stood up inonedfc^ 
our Yearly Meetings of Ohio, and said he believed the time had nearly cornel "J 
when we must own the smaller body in New England. He had travelled I ^ 
among them and had mingled with them in their meetings ; and they v««|r^ 
very near to his best feelings ; even as flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone, I ^ 
Hence we see that those worthies who have gone before us to their everlasting 
rest, united in christian fellowship with the friends composing the smallei 
body, encouraged them and strengthened their hands that were ready to hang 
down, and not only so, but that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in investigating 
the whole ground of the New England difficulty, could not bring one charge I 
against them, but were forced to acknowledge that they were actuated by a I 
sincere desire to maintain the doctrines and discipline of the society, and that I 
the acts of the other body, "had gone to condemn many who had been stand- I 
ing for the ancient faith of Friends," had given support to wrong opinions and I 
violated the discipline and rights of members ; in short makes this solenm I 
charge against them. "That it was the course pursued by them in these trans- 
actions that led to the separation," 

If then Philadelphia took a correct view in 1849, in holding that the smaller , 
body was not chargeable with the separation, and the other was responsible 
for it, what is there standing in the way of a fall acknowledgment of christian 
fellowship with them now as well as before they were subjected to those op- 
pressive proceedings, and their rights of membership violated ? It is well 
known that they were so acknowledged before those who evinced a determin- 
ation at all hazards to force unsound doctrines upon the society resorted to 
the expedient of a separation. How much more then are they entitled to 
such acknowledgment after standing firm and unshaken in the defence "of 
our ancient faith," and that too "under proceedings oppressive in their charac- 
ter and in violation of the acknowledged principles of our church govern- 
ment," evidently resorted to for the very purpose of driving from the society all 
who would not receive the new faith which they were endeavoring to engraft 
upon it to the entire sub\.mlMi of the ancient principles and doctrines of 
Friends. 

Now as Philadelphia could find no charge to lay at the door of these people, 
but admits that "they are entitled to the rights of membership, and to such 
acknowledgment by their brethren as may be necessary for securing the en- 
joyment of those rights," I would ask, what acknowledgment is necessary from 
other Yearly Meetings in order to secure the enjoyment of the rights of mem- 
bership, since every Yearly Meeting recognizes its own members ; and our 




pline provides for the acknowledgment of those rights when a member 
oves within the limits of another Monthly Meeting where he may have 
before unknown, by his producing a certificate of removal, if it be not to 
their Monthly Meeting to receive such certificate ? Again, are the 
vileges conferred by membership in our society fully secured and enjoyed 
iien the credentials of a minister travelling in the service of the gospel, ap- 
ved and accredited by meetings composed of such Friends as are acknowl- 
edged to have stood firm for the ancient faith, are not read or noticed ? especi- 
ally since the discipline in order to prevent imposition does require it. 

Thomas Evans te&tified that "The society of Friends in all parts of the 
^orld is a unit." — ^Foster's Report vol. 1, page 273. Samuel Battle testifies 
**Yearly Meetings are not isolated wholly independent bodies."— Foster^s Re- 
port vol. 1 page 90. Again, Foster's Report, vol. 1, page 95, he testifies, "If 
any Yearly Meeting was to depart from the general principles and doctrines 
of the society of Friends, it would not be considered as a legitimate establish- 
ment in the great body of the society," 1830. In confirmation of the correct- 
ness of the course pursued by Friends of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, in 1828, 
**The Friend," vol. 2d, page 39, contains this sentence ; "Every member of 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting who continued to meet with the party after they 
thus had fully identified themselves with the new sect, was lending his influ- 
ence and according his assent to those practices and doctrines." Is not this 
as sufi&cient a justification for Baltimore in 1854 as in 1828? and may it not 
also apply to the Friends in New York Yearly Meeting, who have continued 
to hold their Yearly Meeting at Poplar Ridge since the time that New York 
Yearly Meeting (Larger Body) fully identified itself with those in New Eng- 
land whose transactions led to the separation there, by not only entering into 
correspondence with them, but by letting fall some of our ancient testimonies, 
and adopting the superficial substitute introduced by Joseph John Gurney 
and aided by those who imbibed his doctrinal views ? And if it would be 
lending his infieunce and according his assent to those practices and doctrines 
for a member to continue "to meet with the party after they had thus identi- 
fied themselves with the new sect" in one case, why not in the other ? or was 
the truth a different thing in 1828 from what it is in more recent times ? But 
we know that the Truth does not change, therefore what was true in 1828 is 
still true. Robert Barclay, the eminent Apologist and ancient exponent of 
our principles of church government says : "We do safely conclude that when 
a people are gathered together into the belief of the principles and doctrines 
of the gospel of Christ, if any of that people (without limitation as to numbers, 
even the nineteen twentieths) shall go from their principles and assert things 
fidse and contrary to what they have already received ; such as stand and 
abide firm in the fidth, (if but the one-twentieth) have power by the spirit of 
Grod, after they have used christian endeavors to convince and reclaim them, 
upon their obstinacy to separate from such, and to exclude them from their 
spiritual fellowship and communion ; for otherwise, if this be denied, farewell 
to all Christianity or to the maintaining of any sound doctrine in the church of 
Christ,— Barclay^s Works, vol. 1, pages 516, 517 If then these views be correct, 
viz: That "the society of Friends in all parts of the yiorld \a ^ 
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unit ;"— "That Yearly Meetngs are not isolated, wholly independent 
that were any Yearly Meeting to "depart from the general principles and 
trines of the society of Friends, it would not be considered a legitmate 
lishment in the great body of the society," that a small minority who **i 
firm in the faith of the principles and doctrines of the gospel of Christ 
power by the spirit of God after they have used christian endeavors to 
vince and reclaim such as have gone from their principles, and assert 
false and contrary to what they have already received, to separate from 
and exclnde them from their spiritual fellowship and communion." That 
member "who continued to meet with the party after they thus had fully i 
tified themselves with the new sect was lending his influence and accordiii||'^ 
his assent to those practices and doctrines; " and since Philadelphia YeulJiE « 
Meeting has determined that the course pursued by the larger body in Kc*!,^- 
England led to the separation there, through a violation of our "acknowledge) I "^ 
principles of church government," the discipline rights of members, and m 
the support of wrong opinions and I may add, (for it is susceptible of proofj 
of unsound doctrines, it cannot be denied that it (the larger body aforesaid) I 
has departed from the "general principles and doctrines of the society of 
Friends and therefore cannot be regarded as a legitimate establishment in the 
body of the society." And those Yearly Meetings which have deliberately 
acknowledged that body by correspondence and otherwise, "have fully identi- 
fied themselves with it." Inasmuch therefore, as Philadelphia did, for ten 
years or more after the New England separation, continue to correspond with 
those Yearly Meetings which corresponded with the larger body there, and 
still continues in a mixed state, and hence as a necessary consequence of her 
position, yields up or compromises many things which consistency would re- 
quire a sound body of Friends to adhere to in order to satisfy those Yearly 
Meetings, and those of her own members who sympathize with them, and 
permits her Monthly Meetings to issue and receive certificates of removal to 
Monthly Meetings belonging to them and refuses to correspond with the 
smaller body, which she acknowledges to have been standing for the ancient 
faith of Friends, is she not lending her influence and according her assent 
to those practices and principles, against which she bore testimony in the 
"Appeal for the ancient Doctrines ?" Although those Yearly Meetings ^le 
not nominally a new sect, yet by endorsing those practices, and fostering those 
doctrines, and that superficial religion of which Philadelphia has de- 
clared, "Should this superficial religion prevail it would introduce the spirit 
and maxims of the world into the bosom of the society," they cannot justly be 
recognized as standing on the old foundation and consequently by endorsing 
and cherishing new tenets which had not been received by the society, have 
in reality become a new sect in life and doctrine ; and any sister Yearly 
JVIeeting by continuing in connection with them by correspondencs or other- 
^^ise is, if the position taken by S. Bettle and "The Friend" be true, "lending 
J^ ts influence and according its assent," to their new life, new doctrines and 
ew practices, and is responsible therefor. 

I do not write thus from any feelings of prejudice against Philadelphia 
early Meeting ; but do greatly desire, as she bore a noble testimomy to the 



in the beginning of this "awftd storm," as Ann Jones calls it, which has 
en onr poor society, that she may not cast away her shield in the day 
e as though it had not been annointed with oil ; but that her eyes may 
,ed fully to see the things which belong to her peace, and not let her 
ony fall to the ground. And I may add that my desire for my own 
ly Meeting of Ohio is also the same, that having borne a noble testimony 
t the torrent of unsound doctrines, with such unflinching steadiness, 
i those who were determined to sustain them found no way therefore but 
lesortto an open separation, it may not now become again entangled there- 
throngh a jealous withholding of fellowship with those who have been first 
it were overtaken by the storm, and remained firm in their opposition to 
e strong current of unsoundness which threatens even yet to sweep our poor 
Society from its ancient foundation. Have we not the evidence of our natural 
that a "trying time," an "awful storm," a "time of sifting," in which our 
•r society "is sifted as wheat is sifted in a seive," a time in which "the chaff" 
Ss being separated from the wheat and being driven as with the wind from the 
itammer threshing-floor and the precious becoming separated from the vile," 
ma foreshown by different individuals in the extracts herein contained, has al- 
iready come upon us as a people. And can we for a moment suppose that those 
l>eloved brethren, most of whom have finished their course, leaving behind 
Abundant and consoling evidence that they have laid down their heads in 
X>eace, could have been shown these things in the visions of light, and yet re- 
main in darkness ? aye, indulge in a wrong spirit — & stubborn, contentious 
Bpirit as we frequently hear it styled,— that they were defending the Truth 
when it was not assailed, and warring against errors which existed only in 
their own imaginations, or existing, should not have been so testified against 
as to mar the peace and disturb the harmony of the society, thereby raising 
the storm which threatens utterly to overwhelm it ? Was it the defence of 
the truth, or the introduction and determined defence of error that has raised 
this fearfdl storm ? We read that Ahab who was wholly given up to idolatry, 
once queried with one who still worshipped the Grod of his fathers, and re- 
mained firmly attached to the law given to Israel, "Art thou he who troubleth 
Israel?" and he was answered, "I have not troubled Israel ; but thou and thy 
father's house in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord". — 
Since many, as has been shown in these pages, standing in the front ranks of 
the society, have fully acknowledged these Friends of the Smaller Body, as 
being set for the defence of the gospel, and since our blessed Savior has de- 
clared that "Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these ye did it not 
unto me," I fear we shall be found even to be fighting against God if we do 
not openly come forward 'with a testimony of unity with those who have suf- 
fered so much and so long in the defence of the truth, remembering the decla- 
ration of tenderness with which the Lord regards his chosen ones who have 
passed through great aflaiictions, "Whoso toucheth them touch the apple of 
His eye," also "in all their afllictions He was afflicted." In conclusion I must 
acknowledge that I do, as an Individual, believe most assuredly, that the time 
spoken of by our late beloved friend, Joseph Edgerton, as somewhat remote, 
has fully come ; and that the great Head of the Church ^ho \& wot 1Uxxv9.qK di.- 
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vided, and has not a divided Bride, does require all who are tralyHlSyto ha?e} 
fellowship not only with Him but one with another^nd to reaclrSVthe hand { 
of fellowship even to those in New England whose sufferings have been ao^ 
great and so protracted for His canse and testimony's sake. By so doing, inj 
obedience to His will, I do believe our own hands would be sbrengthened to 
every good work ; our meetings would be overshadowed by the Divine pre»» 
ence, so that it might be said '*our peace would flow as a river/' and we mig^ 
realize the verification of the promise "I will heal their backcdiding, I wH 
love them freely, for my anger is turned away from him, I will be as the dot 
unto Israel, he shall grow as the lilly and cast forth his roots as Lebanoni 
They that dwell under his shadow shall return ; they shall revive as the oon^ 
and grow as the vine ; the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon." 



